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Welcome to the third edition of Vanuatu’s Little Stars Summer School’s quarterly newsletter!
A few months have now passed since our successful summer school in January 2017,
………..
and we are well under way with bringing to life new ideas based on all that we
………….
have learnt and experienced. This newsletter shares with you our latest
.……...
developments, as well as focusing on volunteers, as the application
….…..
…. deadline for the next group to come through the VLSSS
Volunteer Program fast approaches. Here is a brief
…..…..
…..look at what this issue has to offer, read on to
An Aussie in the …. find out more….
VLSSS News &

Francophone
Classroom
This January we were lucky
to have Alexandria Smith join
our team of teachers. She
was a great addition to the
Francophone side, and
gained so much from the
experience herself. Hear
what she has to say….

Developments

Turn to
page….
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So much has been going on
over the past few months, as
we continue to strengthen
the program and
organisation. Read about the
new style annual report,
WASH assessment,
curriculum development and
child protection policy
among many others….

VLSSS Pilot Program
This month will see the launch of the new VLSSS Pilot Program with
the arrival of volunteer Amy Davis. She will be based at Bwatnapni
Primary & Junior Secondary School for three months. Find out more
about this exciting new program….
Want to join the VLSSS quarterly newsletter mailing list? Just contact us at: reachVLSSS@gmail.com

overall situation, the assessment was extremely useful
and informative, if not all that glamorous to conduct
at times. This along with developing a Child Protection
Policy are both part of us doing as much as we can to
create a friendly, safe and enjoyable environment for
our students to thrive.

Director’s Column

The most exciting development of the organisation
this year is to be in full swing over the next few months
– the new VLSSS Pilot Program. In just a few days I will
be conducting the orientation for our new volunteer,
Amy Davis from South Dakota in the States. After five
years of summer schools, this will be a great
opportunity for us to try something new, but utilise all
of the experience we have. It’s a great opportunity for
Amy herself, as well as for our partner school,
Bwatnapni Primary & Junior Secondary School, and it’s
teachers and students. In order to properly prepare
for this placement I had the opportunity to travel to
Bwatnapni and spend a week at the school, with the
added bonus of catching up with past VLSSS
graduates. I can’t wait to call in again when
performing a check-up visit for the VLSSS Pilot
Program in a couple of months.

It’s five years now since May 2012, when that initial
idea for a summer school began and I had all the hairs
ripped out of my legs for the first fundraiser that got
things started. I also ended up losing my eyebrows
that evening, but did raise enough money to run the
first summer school. Preparing for the next summer
school doesn’t just happen in the few weeks or
months before each January, it’s a 12-month process,
and pretty much as soon as we farewell students at
one summer school, it’s time to begin turning our
attention to the next.

Recruitment for the next group of volunteers for the
VLSSS Volunteer Program at the January 2018 summer
school is well under way. Information sessions will be
held in a few different locations over the coming
month or so, the first time we have offered so many.
Past volunteers will be inspiring interested persons
and sharing their experiences of the school.
Applications for the next summer school close at the
end of June, so this edition of the quarterly newsletter
has a volunteer focus. Once you’ve read through the
articles do spread the word, we hope for our largest
and strongest pool of applicants yet this time around.

The organisation and the program have come a long
way since the first summer school, with much
experience gained and many lessons learned. As such
there is plenty to be working during the 11 months of
the year outside of the school. Over the last 8-9
months in particular we have been putting a lot of
effort into developing the organisation. This has in
turn led to us looking closer at what we do at the
summer school and further developing the program,
such as revamping the curriculum.
One of my most enjoyable tasks over the past few
months has been reviewing the drama curriculum and
teaching resources. As a mathematician this is hardly
my background, but I love writing the new dramas to
be used at future summer schools, trying to be
creative, just the sort of things we are trying to build
in our students themselves. A few new drama scripts
were penned at the end of last year for the new year
10 program. It was great to see the students
performing these dramas in January and really
enjoying the stories. I look forward to seeing the next
group of VLSSS students giving the next batch of
scripts a try.
A far less pleasant task recently was inspecting the
toilet facilities at the host school! As part of our WASH
assessment to get a baseline for the level of water,
sanitation and hygiene facilities, practices and
…………..

By the next edition the VLSSS Pilot Program will be
coming to a close, volunteers for VLSSS 2018 will be
finalised, recruitment of local teachers will be under
way and it won’t be long before we are selecting the
next group of students to attend VLSSS. It’ll come
around quickly enough and there’ll be plenty more to
share, but for now, enjoy the read.
James David Roberts,
Director,
Vanuatu’s Little Stars Summer School
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– sometimes I had no clue which language I was talking
in and ended up speaking Frenglish! The kids
continued to amaze me, picking up French and English
on top of Bislama and their local languages. By the end
of each week I could always hear the Francophones
singing some English words I had taught them – the
ultimate reward when teaching! My other favourite
aspect of teaching was all the handshakes I had made
with the students using cool English and French
phrases.

An Aussie in the Francophone
Classroom
Sitting here on my comfy couch, watching Netflix,
seeing hundreds of cars drive slowly past in rush hour
traffic definitely seems a world away from where I was
exactly 4 months ago! On the 18th January 2017, I was
in the middle of the second week of VLSSS, exhausted
from waking up at 5:30am, but loving teaching in the
classroom and helping the kids improve on their work.
This year, I was the only French speaking volunteer
from Australia in the Francophone classroom – which
was very daunting in the beginning but after the first
day in the classroom I loved it.

My personal understanding of the French language
changed so much as well! I learnt to acknowledge the
way native Bislama speakers learn and understand
French is so different to my English based
understanding. I didn’t focus on the mundane
vocabulary (like you do at university) and was able to
learn and comprehend more vocabulary around
communication. This was so invaluable. I also learnt
more about how Francophone culture shaped society
and education in Vanuatu – something that can only
be absorbed by spending time within the country.

I first saw the flyer for VLSSS stuck to the wall next to
my French classroom at the Australian National
University. It was my first semester of university
French, with intermediate level right up my alley after
learning French in high school. As soon as I saw the
flyer, I knew I wanted to apply for VLSSS, to practice
my French (and not have to go all the way to France!)
and as I had an interest in regional development
around the Pacific Islands. So I applied and luckily was
accepted!

VLSSS was such a life changing experience – the
community, the kids and Vanuatu itself – I cannot
begin to express my gratitude for being a part of such
an amazing opportunity.

The wait for VLSSS was crazy, as I had applied 6
months earlier and university just seemed to drag on
– it was like waiting for Christmas! The time came and
I left Sydney on New Year’s Day, arriving in a very hot
and humid Port Villa, where we met our amazing
volunteer coordinator Georgia and the other
volunteers. We spent the next week exploring the
colourful and fresh markets of Port Villa, and the
ocean side town of Waterfall once we arrived on
Pentecost Island. I was so excited to speak French and
meet the kids by this time that the first day at
Bwatnapni couldn’t have come fast enough!

Alexandria Smith,
Volunteer Teacher – Francophone Stream,
VLSSS 2017

The first day in the classroom was intimidating but the
director James, his partner Claire and the volunteer
coordinator Georgia were all amazing and ensured
that I was prepared and comfortable! The kids were
initially very shy, and I understand why! It is not only
hard to meet a lot of new people at once in your own
language – but in another language, and one that you
are not yet completely fluent in - can be very
overwhelming! After some great ice breakers, I was
talking and laughing with the kids in no time.
I was lucky enough to be able to plan some lessons for
my year 6 Francophone kids. I would teach them
English in French, and then teach the year 10
Anglophone kids French in English. I’m not going to lie
……..

Alex with two of her Francophone students Loic and
Marcelin.
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level. Twice a week for one hour across the term she
will tailor small tutorial style sessions to the students’
needs. This will give those students the special
attention that they require and may not be receiving
in their regular large class of mixed ability.

VLSSS Pilot Program
As the third edition of the VLSSS quarterly newsletter
goes to press, there is a major development launching.
After many months of preparation, on Wednesday
24th May we will be welcoming volunteer Amy Davis
into the country as she is about to begin a new VLSSS
volunteer program. She will be placed at Bwatnapni
Primary & Junior Secondary School, the hosts of the
summer school program, to support lower ability
students in literacy and mathematics.

During this time Amy will also have the opportunity to
learn all about life on Pentecost, both within the
school and in the local community. A local focal point
has been assigned, Bwatnapni Primary School
Principal Mr Balmasen, who will be Amy’s first point of
contact and support on the island. VLSSS Director
James David Roberts will also be in regular contact
with Amy, and will conduct a check-up visit part way
through the placement. This in addition to the visit
that he has already made to the partner school in early
April, with the primary purpose of preparing for the
program, and a follow up visit that he will make once
the program has concluded. Whilst Amy will be living
at the school, she will also have a host family in the
local community, the family of Bwatnapni Junior
Secondary School Principal Mr Jim. Just as for
volunteers at the summer school, this will give Amy an
insight into village life on Pentecost. Past volunteers
have found this aspect of our volunteer programs to
be particularly rewarding, and given the longer
duration of this program, this will be important.

The VLSSS Pilot Program is exactly what the name
suggests, a pilot. It is the first time that we have
coordinated a volunteer in country outside of the
regular VLSSS Volunteer Program, through which
volunteers teach at the summer school each January.
We are very excited for Amy, the partner school and
it’s students, and look forward to monitoring the
success of the program.
It is also the first time that VLSSS will offer a program
that directly targets and supports lower ability
students. Our main program, the summer school, aids
the development of the brightest young minds on
Pentecost in becoming the nation’s future leaders.
The long term vision is that the dynamic leaders that
come through the summer school will bring about
social changes for the benefit of all, thus supporting
future generations, no matter their ability. The aim of
the VLSSS Pilot Program takes a shorter term focus, to
support lower ability students with basic skills that
they have yet to develop, enabling them to get more
out of their time at school than they are currently.

Whilst at the school Amy will have a secondary task of
conducting workshops with the teachers on how to
effectively plan for lessons. This will build on the
existing skills of the school’s teachers. As all teachers
know, an essential ingredient to a successful lesson is
good planning. Following an initial workshop, Amy will
follow up with individual teachers, and run a follow up
workshop later in her placement.

After an orientation in Port Vila, Amy will be based in
Bwatnapni for the duration of the second term of the
academic year, 3 months in total. In this time she will
work with small groups of students identified by the
school and it’s teachers, who need additional support.
Students will be selected from year groups 5, 6, 7 and
8 – those at the upper primary and lower secondary

The partner school are very excited by the prospect of
receiving a volunteer at the school, and have recently
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
VLSSS, to outline the roles and responsibilities of both
VLSSS and the partner school. In fact the partner
school hope that following a successful placement,
there will be more volunteers like Amy in the future to
support the school and it’s students. We certainly
can’t wait for Amy’s arrival and the new VLSSS Pilot
Program to commence.

Vanuatu’s themed table spread at Amy’s pre-departure
fundraiser.
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This edition we have another photo diary to share with you, that of year 6 Anglophone student Pollyn Tevi from
Anmalapoa in North Pentecost. She was recognised for her good effort by the teachers at VLSSS 2017, and rewarded
with the use of a tablet for the day to take as many snaps as she wished. Below are some of her favourite, giving
you an insight into life at VLSSS through the eyes of one of our students, and introducing you to just some of her
good friends and teachers at the summer school.

Name: Pollyn Tevi
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VLSSS News & Developments
Despite the next summer school still many months away, it has been a busy few months for VLSSS. Organisational
development continues, as well as the further development of the summer school program. We may have only just
finished the fifth edition of the summer school, but preparations are already underway for VLSSS 2018. You’ve
already read about the new VLSSS Pilot Program, here is a glimpse at what else has been going on over the past
few months….

VLSSS Annual Report
In March we released our new look annual report. Whilst there has been a report
following every summer school to date since our foundation in 2012, this is the first
time for it to comprehensively cover both the organisational development and the
latest summer school. Not only that, the report was re-designed and re-formatted to
what is now much better than before. This style of annual report will now be released
every year around March, covering the 12-month period from the beginning of March
to the end of February which makes up the VLSSS reporting period.

WASH Assessment
In early April we conducted an assessment of the water, sanitation and hygiene
situation at our host school, Bwatnapni Primary & Junior Secondary School, as well as
VLSSS in general. Availability of and access to clean and reliable water sources has
been a struggle over the past few years, particularly given the harsh drier period felt
throughout 2015 and 2016. This led us to carrying out a full assessment, following
consultations with UNICEF, to better understand the situation and do what we can to
improve it. Whilst doing so we also reviewed the toilet facilities and hygiene practices,
and are now beginning to introduce new measures. This includes the appointment of
WASH officers at future summer schools, and hand washing stations using tippy-taps,
to name but a few.

Central Database
We have also designed a new central database for all our student records. This contains
272 VLSSS graduates who have passed through the summer school over the past five
years, from those the completed the first summer school to those that have just come
through. We follow up with our students throughout the year and update these
records to keep track of where our graduates are and how they are doing, enabling us
to offer any support or guidance as needed.

Curriculum Development
A major task for 2017 is further developing the summer school curriculum. Our unique
curriculum and lesson resources are one of our great strengths, and we wish to
continue improving this area as the program expands. This has begun with drama, as
building confidence is such a key component of the summer school. Over the past few
months many new drama scripts have been written including Flying High, Imagination
Land, Water Worries and Why, as well as the review, editing and reformatting of all
existing drama scripts. This is combined with new ideas of ways for students to get
more out of their drama classes, with different activities to be introduced that
encourage creativity and delve into the messages of each drama. We look forward to
the students at VLSSS 2018 enjoying our improvements in this area, and will continue
to develop the curriculum and resources for other subject areas over the rest of the
year.
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VLSSS 2018 Vollies
Recruitment for the next team of teachers in January 2018 has already begun. We have
been advertising for a few months, and have VLSSS 2018 Information Sessions
planned, beginning on Wednesday 24th May at the Australian National University
(ANU) in Canberra. This will be held at the Hancock Library Study Room 3.33, led by
former VLSSS volunteer teachers Alexandria Smith and Meg Dowley. Over the coming
weeks we will have further information sessions led by other former volunteer
teachers in Perth and Zurich. We have run a couple of these sessions in the past, which
give those interested a chance to hear more about the summer school and the
volunteer program, and ask any questions. Fear not, if you are unable attend a session
or there isn’t one near you, you can still apply and can ask any questions, just visit our
website or email: reachVLSSS@gmail.com to find out more.

Student Selection Criteria
For every 5 students in the year 6 class at each of our catchment schools (not including
those repeating the year), we select one student to attend VLSSS. For example, should
a school have a year 6 class with between 6 and 10 students, the top 2 will be selected
for the summer school, between 11 and 15 students, the top 3 will be selected for the
summer school, and so on. We believe this to be the fairest way, giving students a fair
chance of attending the summer school regardless of the resources of their primary
school. However, over the past few years there have been a few schools whose
students have repeatedly performed outstandingly at VLSSS. We have analysed the
numbers and decided to award one bonus place to each of these schools at VLSSS
2018, to recognise their great efforts and ensure all of Pentecost’s best students are in
attendance. We are glad to announce that in January 2018 there will be one bonus
place for each of the following school:
Anglophone: Ranwas Primary School, Sori Mauri Primary School & Heren Hala
Primary School
Francophone: Ecole Primaire de Melsisi & Ecole Primaire de Lalzadet
Congratulations to these schools on your great efforts in producing outstanding
students. We look forward to receiving your little stars again at the next summer
school.

Child Protection Policy
We have now begun developing a Child Protection Policy for VLSSS. This process will
take a while to complete before the policy can be finalised, but we believe that
beginning the development of a policy in such an important area is a massive step for
the organisation. Whilst we have had informal procedures in place at past summer
schools to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students, teachers and other staff,
this new policy will clearly outline and detail the practices and procedures we have in
place, as well as introducing new ones. This will then guide us in maintaining a safe and
friendly environment for our little stars to grow.
That’s about all the major news for this edition. There will be plenty going on over the next few months, we’ll bring
you up to date again in the next edition of the quarterly newsletter.
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Former Vollie Experiences
You’ve already met a few of our former vollies, in this edition we have two cracking Brits! First up is Caitlin Culyer,
who joined the volunteer program for VLSSS 2016, teaching on the Anglophone side. She was on a gap year before
beginning her study in medicine at Plymouth University, and of all the countries and fascinating places she visited,
Vanuatu came out top of the list!
Applications to join the team of teachers at VLSSS 2018 close at the end of June. In Caitlin’s words, you should stop
reading and go apply now! Well, maybe read what she has to say first, then go and put together an application….

Name: Caitlin Culyer
Nationality: British
1. Let’s get started, try to sum up your experience at
VLSSS in only 5 words.
Would return in a heartbeat!
2. Now for your highlight, what was your best moment
at the summer school?
How am I expected to narrow a month of incredible
memories down to one favourite moment?! If I had
to then it would be the moment when each student
overcame their shyness and began coming out of
their shells. Every one of them were a delight to be
around (most of the time!!!). Once their initial
awkwardness to the new environment and odd
teachers was forgotten we became a very close knit
family. It is a really special feeling.

Caitlin swimming in the river with her favourite student,
Sarina

3. We’re not supposed to but all teachers do, so tell us, who was your favourite student?
Sarina, there was no way I could be around her and not be smiling. To have her level of positivity is inspiring! I
have a photo of us on my wall in uni, so when studying to become a doctor makes me feel like I am drowning in
textbooks (which is often) her cheeky grin puts me back on track.
4. Your little slice of paradise, where was your favourite spot in Vanuatu?
Underwater. Nowhere can beat being deep underwater with the incredible underworld. That feeling of pure
peace and happiness is hard to find. I will be back to find it again!
5. Vanuatu is often said to be the happiest country in the world, so is it true?
110%. The Ni-Vans warmth and hospitality would pleasantly surprise me every day. And trust me their kindness
is shown daily, usually in the form of freshly picked fruit!! Their relaxed welcoming attitude is a trait the British
need to adopt, the unimportance of race and social class was very refreshing. When I talk about my 9 months
of travelling 7 countries… Vanuatu comes out on top. The landscape, the weather, the people, the food and the
undestroyed ocean.
6. How about now, where are you and what are you doing?
I am in rainy Plymouth studying medicine dreaming about sunshine and not having to use my brain!! I am in
fact hugely enjoying my first year of uni, it is a very full on course but is only strengthening my desire to become
a doctor. I am still massively into fitness and healthy eating and am linking these interests to my course by doing
extra research into the use of alternative medicine to cure cancer. The fact that my Mum used exercise and
vegan food to fight her cancer has of course heightened my investment into this research.
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7. Daydreaming the hours away, how often do you think of your time on Pentecost and at VLSSS?
I dream about travelling every time my brain should be focussing on study…so 9-5 7 days a week!! Travelling
the world, seeing new places, meeting new people is an experience everybody should have. VLSSS is a totally
unique project that I am so grateful to have been a part of. My Year 5 elective is a 9 week placement spent
working in a country of our choice. No prizes for guessing where I am going!!

8. This last one is just for you! Go ahead and tell us whatever you like!
If you are reading this and considering applying to volunteer with VLSSS…stop reading and go apply now!!! You
will thank me one day! But honestly I will never forget the students, fellow teachers, my adoptive family, the
mosquitoes! James… you are a legend for setting the school up. I will be back. Tank yu tumas VLSSS!
Great to hear from you Caitlin, we certainly look forward to having you back! Also an Anglophone stream volunteer
at VLSSS 2016 was Lucinda Dawson. Buckets of crabs and sweet mangoes, what more could you ask for….

Name: Lucinda Dawson
Nationality: British
1. Let’s get started, try to sum up your experience at VLSSS in only 5 words.
Adventure, community, beautiful, family, mangoes.
2. Now for your highlight, what was your best moment at the summer school?
We walked back to the dorms at bedtime and all the girls were out of bed in the garden, catching scuttling crabs
from the sea! They proudly collected buckets of live crabs, followed by Head Chef gathering all the crabs in an
empty rice bag. We then ate crab for the next 2 days.
3. We’re not supposed to but all teachers do, so tell us, who was your favourite student?
Melvin, the girl who wanted to be Neymar but didn't like football...
4. Your little slice of paradise, where was your favourite spot in Vanuatu?
Sleeping on a mat by the sea.
5. Vanuatu is often said to be the happiest country in the world, so is it true?
You will never meet friendlier people than Ni-Vans. They are happy all the time and will welcome you in with
open arms.
6. How about now, where are you and what are you doing?
Following VLSSS I travelled around New Zealand and Australia. Now I am working back in England as an Analyst,
telling everyone I meet how amazing Vanuatu is!
7. Daydreaming the hours away, how often do you
think of your time on Pentecost and at VLSSS?
I think about Vanuatu all the time, showing my
friends photos of how beautiful it is and hoping to
visit again one day.
8. This last one is just for you! Go ahead and tell us
whatever you like!
VLSSS is one of the best things you will ever do. I
have left with life-long friends and superb
memories.

Lucy with her mango haul!
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Volunteer at
VLSSS 2018
We are looking for enthusiastic and passionate volunteers to
join us for the next summer school in January 2018!
Who?
Interested candidates must fulfil the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

20 years or older (as of 31st December 2017)
Completed secondary school studies (minimum, with
good academic records)
Fluent English and/or French
Enjoy working with young people (10-18 years old)
Able to work as part of a multicultural team
Good communication skills
Professional and flexible approach
Ability to motivate and inspire young people
Adventurous, adaptable and likes to be challenged

Where & When?
•
•

Pentecost Island, Vanuatu
30th December 2017 – 5th February 2018

Costs?
Successful candidates will be responsible for covering the costs of:
•
•
•
•
•

900AUD/550GBP (or equivalent) contribution covering food,
accommodation, transport and activities whilst on Pentecost
International flights (to and from Port Vila)
Domestic flights (return Port Vila to Lonorore, Pentecost)
Travel/medical insurance
Personal costs whilst in Port Vila

What Next?
For further information and details of how to apply visit our website:

vanuatuslittlestarssummerschool.weebly.com
or contact us at:

reachVLSSS@gmail.com
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