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Welcome to the fifth edition of Vanuatu’s Little Stars Summer School’s quarterly newsletter!
There is not long to go now before the next group of students arrive at the summer
…………..
school for another January of learning and fun. With just a few weeks remaining
…………….
preparations are well under way, with just the last few details being
.……...
finalised. We expect around 100 students and 25 teachers in
….…….…..
Bwatnapni this time around, another year of growth in terms
…………..
of both size and quality. Here is a glimpse at what this
…..…..
edition has to offer, read on to find out more….
……..

VLSSS News &
Developments

Turn to page 3 of this edition
to find out the latest VLSSS
news and developments. It
has been a busy few months
of student selection, teacher
recruitment, catch-ups and
graduations. Check out what
has been going on….

Volunteer at
VLSSS

Turn to
page….
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We are now recruiting for
the next group of overseas
volunteers to join the team
of teachers at the summer
school in
November/December 2018.
Find out how you can get
involved….

VLSSS Schedule Shift
There has been a shift in the dates of the upcoming summer school
in January 2018 as well as the summer school in 12 months time.
Make sure to take note of the new dates that will allow us to better
work with our local partners….
Want to join the VLSSS quarterly newsletter mailing list? Just contact us at: reachVLSSS@gmail.com

As the summer school in 12 months time will begin a
little earlier than usual (see page 7 for more details),
we wanted to get ahead of the game on advertising
for our next group of volunteers. Position descriptions
and application forms can already be found on our
website:

Director’s Column

www.vlsss.com
If you know of anyone that might be interested in
joining then do feel free to spread the word. It is a
unique experience, just have a chat with any of our
former volunteers and they will be more than happy
to tell you all about their great time at the summer
school I don’t doubt!

In only 6 and a half weeks time VLSSS 2018 will be
kicking off! It sure comes around quickly! I for one
can’t wait. When you put in all the hours for
preparations, you are always eager to get things
started. This year that is certainly the case as I have
been able to commit more of my time throughout the
year to VLSSS activities. Catching up with VLSSS
graduates as I have visited secondary schools across
Pentecost has also made me keen to see many of
them back at the Senior Program this coming January.

If you can’t make it to a summer school but would love
to be involved in some way, then you might like to
consider sponsoring a student through the Sponsor-AStar program. We are already halfway towards our
target, so a massive thank you to those that have
already sponsored. You can visit out BT MyDonate
page to make your contribution:
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/vlsss2018

I have been busy with student selection the last couple
of weeks and it looks like we will have around 100
students at VLSSS 2018! Local teacher applications
close on 21st November and we expect a team of
roughly 25 teachers this time around, as well as our
chief cook and for the first time a boarding master.
This means the school will be packed with lots of
energetic people, sure to make this summer school
the best yet!

It’s a great program and if the letters from the last
summer school are anything to go by you won’t be
disappointed with your Sponsor-A-Star pack, that’s for
sure!
British Friends of Vanuatu (BFoV) have supported us
in setting up this online sponsorship page, and have
also already made their 300,000VUV contribution
towards VLSSS 2018. This has been a massive help in
allowing us to purchase supplies for the upcoming
summer school in good time, with everything now at
the dock waiting for the next ship to Pentecost. Once
again a huge thank you to BFoV, we are so fortunate
to have such a supportive donor partner.

It’s been great to see such a positive response to our
call for local teachers this year. Usually teachers are
recruited through our own networks, rather than a
formal application procedure. This year we decided to
advertise publicly for the first time, and have had
interest from a huge number of teachers.
Unfortunately not all of them will be successful with
their applications due to the sheer quantity received,
but it is amazing to see such a strong pool of
candidates and also that so many are passionate
about developing the leadership potential of some of
the country’s finest young talents. Tomorrow I will be
going through the applications received in detail and
will begin interviewing candidates later this week. Our
final team of teachers should be confirmed by the end
of the month.
Talking of teacher recruitment, on page 9 of this
edition you will also find a call for overseas volunteers
at the summer school in November/December 2018.
…..

Read on to find out more of the latest VLSSS news and
developments, and meet some of our teachers, past
and present. I look forward to telling you all about
another successful summer school again in just a few
months time. For now, from all of us at VLSSS, we wish
you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2018, we
hope you enjoy the festive period.
James David Roberts,
Director,
Vanuatu’s Little Stars Summer School
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VLSSS News & Developments
The last few months of the year is always a busy time for VLSSS, and this year is no exception….

VLSSS 2018 Student Selection
As this edition of the newsletter goes to press student selection for the upcoming
summer school is well underway. We expect over 70 students at the Junior Program
(year 6 leavers) and close to 30 at the Senior Program (year 10 leavers). Yep, that’s
around 100 students in all. This means that for the sixth consecutive year it will be the
biggest summer school to date! Growing in size and quality!

Local Teacher Recruitment
We have officially advertised teaching positions for local Ni-Vanuatu at VLSSS for
the first time this year, with word being spread at schools across Pentecost, the
University of the South Pacific, Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie,
Tebakor College and Vanuatu Institute of Teacher Education. Applications have
flooded in with over 70 expressions of interest and counting. The deadline for
applications is 8am Tuesday 21st November, after which shortlisted candidates
will be interviewed. It promises to be a very strong team of teachers this year!

Overseas Volunteer Preparation
This year we have 4 overseas volunteers joining the team of teachers through
the VLSSS Volunteer Program, a mix of Aussie, Kiwi and Swiss! We will be
welcoming Miss Danielle, Miss Jen, Miss Madeleine and Mr Mark, and
celebrating the return of Mr Lachlan as our Volunteer Program Manager. They
have been preparing for the last few months and are now counting down the
final weeks before their experience of a life time. We can’t wait for their arrival!

VLSSS Website Domain
We now have our own website domain, which is nice and easy
to remember. If you want to visit us online then just head to:
www.vlsss.com
Simples!

Shiny New Text Books
Throughout the year the VLSSS text books have been reviewed and revamped,
with great results! The new set of teacher guides and text books look fantastic,
with their content just as impressive. Our strong curriculum is a critical
component of the summer school, and we are very happy to have made
further improvements this year. Next year will see a Senior Francophone
Program for the first time, so we will still be busy working away behind the
scenes over the next 12 months to keep the learning resources coming!

Power It Up!
We have recently purchased a brand-new generator for VLSSS. This will provide power at
the summer school every evening to light the classrooms and school yard, allowing
students and teachers to continue with activities safely after nightfall. We have also
purchased a string grass cutter to keep the school yard tidy and the mosquitoes at bay!
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Linda & Warren Catch-up
The VLSSS Director had the chance to catch up with Linda and Warren Agnew from
Armidale, New South Wales recently. They were on Pentecost working with a local team
of carpenters for building works at Ranmawot Dispensary. Linda and Warren have been
coming back and forth to Pentecost for the last 8 years now, often with a team, working
on various building and renovation projects to support local schools and health centres.
They also support a couple of VLSSS graduates with school fee part payment, and had
the chance to meet up with Sabrina Matan, one of those students, and her mother
Selina, on their way back through Port Vila. Sabrina has just completed her year 10 exams
at Malapoa College and is looking forward to joining the Senior Program at VLSSS 2018!

Year 8 & 10 Graduation
A few weeks ago was the graduation at Ranwadi Churches of Christ College,
South Pentecost. Many VLSSS graduates were among the year 8 and 10
students celebrating a significant milestone. VLSSS graduates were also
amongst the prizes for academic achievement, with both Ireen Taback and
Annlyn Bebe taking top scholar awards! The VLSSS Director was in attendance
and a great day was enjoyed by all. Year 8 and 10 examinations have now
finished and students are on their long break after another big year.

VLSSS CSD
The VLSSS Central Student Database (CSD) is now complete after many months
work. This contains information on all summer school graduates from the past 5
years, with a total of 272 students in all! The VLSSS Director was on Pentecost in
late October following up with students at Ranwadi Churches of Christ College,
College de Melsisi and Bwatnapni Junior Secondary School to see how they are
getting on at school and to further update this database. The CSD is key to
achieving our commitment of maintaining contact with and supporting VLSSS
graduates as they continue on with their education.

Jayford Sarial Completes 1st Year Teaching
Jayford Sarial, a Science teacher at VLSSS 2013, 2014 and 2017 recently
completed his first full year teaching at Tebakor College. This year he
joined Jayjay Tagaro, who taught Mathematics at VLSSS 2014 and 2017, at
the Port Vila school. It is fantastic to see such great VLSSS teachers going
on to work in the profession. The VLSSS Director recently attended the
Tebakor College year 13 graduation to congratulate Jayford and Jayjay on
their achievements.

Sponsor-A-Star
The Sponsor-A-Star program is back for a second year, and has hit the ground running. We
have already reached 50% of our target of 30 students sponsored through this program,
halfway there! That still leaves us with another 15 students to be sponsored, so turn to the
last page of this newsletter to find out more information on how to sponsor your own star.
It’s a great way to build a closer relationship with the program and its students, and also is
an important fundraising initiative for the summer school. Those that sponsored last year
thoroughly enjoyed their sponsor letters and packs, so don’t miss the opportunity this year.
Sponsor-A-Star today!
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Teacher Experiences
We have a couple of young VLSSS teachers for you to meet this edition! The unique team of teachers really are a
massive part of what makes the summer school so special. Our two to introduce here have taught at four summer
schools between them, and have been a great influence on many VLSSS graduates. First up is Grame….

Name: Grame Hinge
1. Let’s get started, when did you teach at the summer school?
I was with the VLSSS volunteer team in 2016 and 2017, teaching the Anglophone students.
2. To the point, try to sum up your experience(s) at VLSSS in only 5 words.
My experience as a volunteer student teacher was very; scholastic, memorable, enthusiasm, noble and
beneficial.
3. Now for your highlight, what was your best moment at the summer school?
All the days spent at summer school with the students! But graduation day is the best moment for me and the
students as well. This is when you as a teacher get to see your students graduate, getting prizes or gifts from
both teachers and parents as a way of motivating and enhancing them for a long journey that lies ahead.
4. We’re not supposed to but all teachers do, so tell us, who was your favourite student?
All of them are my best students! I like ♡ all of them, boys and girls! But, Newton Lango (2016) and Valencia
(2017) are my favourites.
5. VLSSS is a chance to learn for both the students and the
teachers, what did you learn whilst teaching at the summer
school?
One of the many things I learned was that, “teaching and
investing in children will determine a good future for them
and Vanuatu as a whole”. Apart from that, I gained a lot of
experience and confidence while I was at VLSSS.
6. Looking ahead, do you hope to return and teach again at the
summer at some point in the future?
Yes am hoping to join the team again someday in the future.
Since I want to help our students realise their potential as a
very resourceful person or leaders our societies can rely on.
Thus, I want to be with them, teach them, play with them,
shape and mould them, and motivating them to achieve
……. their gaols and dreams.

Grame at the University of Goroka, where he is
currently studying.

7. How about now, where are you and what are you doing?
I am in Papua New Guinea now doing my study at the University of Goroka. This year is my second year and I
have two more years to go. I am so happy to be here! 😊
8. This last one is just for you! Go ahead and tell us whatever you like!
Nothing much to say but I just want to appreciate and acknowledge all the hard work done by all the parties
involve in VLSSS. First and foremost, thank you VLSSS Director, Mr James Bulewak for this innovative idea, the
donors for your endless help, the teachers for imparting knowledge to our children and all the surrounding
community of Bwatnapni for your continuous support. Through unity, cooperation and our togetherness we can
equip and transform our students into very resourceful and successful citizens our society needs. God bless you
all! Tabeana!
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Tabeana Grame (that’s thank you in the language of North Pentecost, Grame’s mother tongue)! It’s always a
pleasure to hear from you! Next up we have Jayjay, who recently returned to teach at the summer school. We are
glad to hear that since joining us the first time, Jayjay has now gone on to teach at a school in Vanuatu’s capital
Port Vila, whilst continuing his studies….

Name: Jayjay Tagaro
1. Let’s get started, when did you teach at the summer school?
In January 2014, I get started to teach at the summer school that was held at Ranmawot Primary School and
again in January 2017 at Bwatnapni Junior Secondary School. It was a challenging time but however I had learnt
a lot from the other teachers and the staffs during the short period we spend together at the summer school.
2. To the point, try to sum up your experience(s) at VLSSS in only 5 words
Best experience in my life.
3. Now for your highlight, what was your best moment at the summer school?
To recall again on the times during the summer school it is hard for me to tell which moment is the best moment
I have at the school. However I have to tell you that the best moment that I came across that was when the
director of the summer school Mr James Roberts congratulates me for my first ever teaching in front of the
student at Ranmawot.
4. We are not supposed to but all teachers do, so tell us, who is your favourite student?
There are plenty of top students at the school that are my favourites. However the most favourite student of
mine is Sabrina. She is very smart in all areas.
5. VLSSS is a chance to learn for both the students and the teachers, what did you learn whislt teaching at the
summer school?
There are many things that I have learned at the summer school. There are three here that I have to mention to
you, being confidence, learn how to convey my knowledge to another people and above all it develop my
working skills which shape and mould me to be who am I today.
6. Looking ahead, do you hope to return and teach again at the summer at some point in the future?
For sure, it is yes. I like to sacrifice myself to help others in order to be somebody in the future.
7. How about now, where are you and what are you doing?
Currently am living in Port Vila, Vanuatu and tutoring
Elementary mathematic and preliminary mathematics for
social science at Tebakor College. And also still study at the
University of the South Pacific undertaking Bachelor of Science
majoring in Physics and Geography.
8. This last one is just for you! Go ahead and tell us whatever you
like!
To sound this out loud for the people all around. I really love to
see how summer school is operating because it will contribute
Jayjay busy at work in the Tebakor College
to the benefit of the village, of the island and also for the
staff room.
country at large in the coming future. Cheers to the director!!
Cheers to the students!! And lastly cheers to the contributing
staffs and villagers who help out with the support towards the summer school.
…….

And a big cheers to Jayjay too!
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VLSSS Schedule Shift
The dates for the 2018 academic year were recently released by the Vanuatu Ministry of Education & Training
(MoET) with school starting back on Monday 22nd January next year! Needless to say, with the summer school
usually running for the best part of the month of January, this was a bit of a shock. Since the summer school’s
foundation the regular academic year has never begun any earlier than February, with the first couple of weeks of
the second month of the year the norm. This late shift in dates (which is assumed to be down to Vanuatu hosting
the Mini Pacific Games next month, causing schools to finish this academic year early) has meant a bit of a re-think
for the summer school schedule.

January 2018
First of all, the upcoming summer school, VLSSS 2018, will now begin on Wednesday 3rd January 2018, with
Graduation Day being Friday 19th January 2018 and students returning to their home villages the following morning,
Saturday 20th January 2018. The timetable for the summer school has been rearranged to allow the shorter time to
be used to maximum effect, ensuring all of the main activities can still be enjoyed by the students. The summer
school finishing up before the regular academic year begins is essential as we partner with local schools, and our
students will continue on with their education following the summer school. Here’s a summary of those dates for
partner schools and parents to take note:
Wednesday 3rd January 2018 – Transport from home villages to the VLSSS host school (Bwatnapni)
Friday 19th January 2018 – Graduation Day
Saturday 20th January 2018 – Transport from the VLSSS host school (Bwatnapni) to home villages

November/December 2018
Secondly, this last-minute change of academic dates means that we
have had a bit of a re-think for future years. Upon consultation with
the VLSSS host school, Bwatnapni Primary & Junior Secondary
School, we have decided to trial a November/December summer
school next time around. This means that the summer school after
the upcoming one, what should be ‘VLSSS 2019’, will now actually be
held in November/December 2018 rather than January 2019. The
thinking behind this being that the majority of the long school
holidays will now fall before Christmas and New Year rather than
afterwards. The provisional dates for the November/December 2018
summer school are as follows:

The first group of VLSSS students on their way
home from the summer school in 2013.

Wednesday 28th November 2018 – Transport from home villages to the VLSSS host school (Bwatnapni)
Wednesday 19th December 2018 – Graduation Day
Thursday 20th December 2018 – Transport from the VLSSS host school (Bwatnapni) to home villages

Future Years
Lastly, the plan for all future years is to set summer school dates depending on the regular academic year dates set
by the MoET. This means that should the regular academic year end in mid-November and begin again in January
then the summer school will be held in November/December. However, should the regular academic year end in
late November/early December and begin again in February then the summer school will be held in January. This
new flexibility in timing will allow us to work well with our partner schools and make maximum use of the potential
time available for the summer school. Hopefully the above is nice and clear and not too confusing, but of course, if
you are a partner school and have any questions, then don’t hesitate to get in touch.
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Meet the New Vollies
In the last edition you had the opportunity to meet a couple of our new vollies. Well this time around we have
another volunteer for you. Mark will be joining partner Jen to return to Vanuatu for another Vanuatu adventure….

Name: Mark Walton
Nationality: New Zealander
1. To kick off tell us, are you a Vanuatu first-timer?
I’m not a first time visitor to the lovely islands. I was a year (1964/65) with the Geological Survey as a volunteer
teacher, teaching geology trainees, student nurses, training teachers, in fact anyone sent my way. I visited a
number of islands when on surveys, but this will be my first visit to Pentecost - I’m looking forward to it. In 2005,
a short gap of a mere 40 years, I was back in the country to join a group from the British Friends of Vanuatu to
celebrate 25 years of the country’s independence. I returned again in 2013 for the 50th anniversary of the
Teachers Training College in Port Vila.
2. So pretty soon you’ll say Pentecost, but for now, where in the world is the favourite place you’ve travelled to?
The world has many attractive and interesting places, so I wouldn’t want tp pick a favourite. For instance, from
my desk here, now, I look out across green fields to the sea and about 20Km of rugged coastline beyond. Over
recent years I have walked in many places around Otago, and whether through thick bush, or sweeping views
over open fields and rocky outcrops, it has been a privilege and joy.
3. Now tell us, why VLSSS?
As a long-time member of BFoV, and recipient of their newsletter, I have read a number of articles about VLSSS.
Who could resist the temptation to be part of such an innovative educational experience?
4. Pentecost is a special place, when you step off that plane, how do you think you’ll feel?
Do you mean before or after I have picked myself up from the ground after being knocked over by the summer
heat? Either time, I am sure I will immediately feel a sense of excitement and anticipation from everyone as
they look forward to the start of the VLSSS 2018.
5. How about at the summer school itself, what are you looking forward to the most?
Most of the teaching I have done has been as a lecturer standing in front of tertiary level students, so teaching
in a class as a team rather than as an individual, will be a new and challenging experience for me. Having a low
ratio of students to teachers must mean that each student receives a lot more attention so it must be a really
good learning environment for them.
6. Luxury item, what is going with you that you can’t live without?
Scissors, so that I can make sure that my beard doesn’t take over my whole face.
7. Soon you’ll be on Pentecost, but where are you now and what are you doing?
I live near Dunedin, a coastal city well down the east coast of the South Island of New Zealand. The list of things
I do is far too long for these few pages, let me just say that I’m always fully occupied refereeing rugby,
walking/running over the local hills/beaches, writing the histories of local organisations, gardening, organising
the village film society, swimming with my grandchildren, building a steam engine and …….. I told you it was a
long list!
8. Get it off your chest! Go ahead and tell us whatever you like!
The next generation of leaders of Vanuatu will need to be strong, determined, self confident men and women,
people who are well and broadly educated, able to express themselves and who are driven by a desire to move
the country forward. I look forward to witnessing VLSSS playing its part in producing that generation.
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Volunteer at
VLSSS
We are now looking for enthusiastic and passionate
volunteers to join us for the November/December 2018
summer school!
Who?
Interested candidates must fulfil the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

19 years or older (as of 31st October 2018)
Completed secondary school studies (minimum, with good
academic records)
Fluent English and/or French
Enjoy working with young people (10-18 years old)
Able to work as part of a multicultural team
Good communication skills
Professional and flexible approach
Ability to motivate and inspire young people
Adventurous, adaptable and likes to be challenged

Prior experience teaching/working with children, whilst
desirable, is not essential.

Where & When?
•
•

Pentecost Island, Vanuatu
20th November – 22nd December 2018

Costs?
Successful candidates will be responsible for covering the costs of:
•
•
•
•
•

900AUD/500GBP (or equivalent) contribution covering food,
accommodation, transport and activities whilst on Pentecost
International flights (to and from Port Vila)
Domestic flights (return Port Vila to Lonorore, Pentecost)
Travel/medical insurance
Personal costs whilst in Port Vila
What Next?
For further information and details of how to apply visit our website:

vanuatuslittlestarssummerschool.weebly.com
or contact us at:

reachVLSSS@gmail.com
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Sponsor-A-Star
Sponsor-A-Star is back!
It was a resounding success last year, so the
Sponsor-A-Star program is back for VLSSS 2018!
Sponsor-A-Star today!

Joining the Sponsor-A-Star program is simple, just make your donation which will cover the costs
of one student to attend the full program in January 2018. Students don’t pay any fee to attend
as finances already pose a barrier to education for most in this developing nation.
Accommodation, food, stationery, transport and quality teachers are all covered by VLSSS for the
month. Your single donation can cover all that for one bright star. At only £75 or $120 (Aussie),
we offer top quality at great value!
Sounds great? It gets better! You’ll also receive a special Sponsor-A-Star pack including:
• A personal letter from your star
• A photo of your star
• A whole school photo
It’s your chance for a personal connection with the program, and your star! Just like last year, we
have a couple of easy options to make your donation, via:
1. BT MyDonate – Just go to: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/vlsss2018
No costs involved and UK tax payers can even claim gift aid! Donations in other currencies are
converted at the interbank rate, with no commission or fees. A great option for Brits and nonBrits alike. The BT MyDonate option is made possible through the support of our donor partner
British Friends of Vanuatu.
2. Bank Transfer – If you want to stick to a simple bank transfer then just contact us for the
account details: reachVLSSS@gmail.com
Sponsor-A-Star today! For more information contact: reachVLSSS@gmail.com
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